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Vermont Court Outlaws 
Catholic Tuition Payments 


The Supreme Court of Vermont in 
the case of Swart v. South Burlington 
has handed down a unanimous deci- 
sion declaring that the payment of 
local tax funds for tuition for stu- 
dents attending Catholic high schools 
is unconstitutional even when the 
township paying the tuition has no 
public high school of its own. 

The decision is regarded by experts 
in church-state law as one of the most 
important victories for the separation 
of church and state in recent years. It 
directly rejects the claim of Catholic 
leaders that public tax funds may 
lawfully be paid to children or parents 
and then siphoned off to parochial 
schools. 

The winning lawyer in the case 
was F. Ray Keyser, Jr. of Chelsea 
who was elected Governor of Ver- 
mont while the appeal to the Vermont 
Supreme Court was pending. Late in 
February attorneys for South Bur- 
lington, however, announced that 
they planned an appeal to the United 
States Supreme Court. 

The Jesuit magazine America has 
denounced the Vermont decision as 
“alarming” and part of a scheme to 
impose ‘“‘a secularist strait jacket” on 
education. The South Burlington 
school board explained that tuition 
payments were made, not to support 
religion, but to aid parents who were 
obliged by law to send their children 
to school and had no nearby public 
schools to which to send them. 


Court Is Decisive 

The Supreme Court of Vermont 
abruptly dismissed this whole line of 
reasoning as fallacious. It pointed 
out that the disbursements were tui- 
tion payments and not scholarships 
or awards of merit. It quoted the 
famous sentence from the Supreme 
Court’s decision in the Everson bus 
case: “No tax in any amount, large 
or small, can be levied to support 


(Continued on page 7) 





Spellman Condemns School Aid 
Without Catholic Subsidies 


Cardinal Spellman has condemned a program of federal aid to schools 
recommended by a Presidential task force to President John F. Kennedy. 
His disapproval was based on the fact that the proposals included no 
subsidies for Roman Catholic schools. Observers regarded Cardinal Spell- 
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man’s blast not only as an attempt 
to force Catholic subsidies into fed- 
eral aid programs but also as a rally- 
ing cry to Catholics to support leg- 
islation now before the New York 
legislature which would provide state 
subsidies to Roman Catholic colleges. 

Cardinal Spellman denounced the 
federal aid proposals on five counts: 
(1) Federal aid to public schools only 
“discriminates” against Catholics who 
choose a “God-centered education.” 
(2) Such aid is an effort “to use eco- 
nomic compulsion to force parents to 
relinquish their rights to have reli- 
gion taught to their children.” (3) 
Aid to public schools only dis- 
criminates against Lutheran, Baptist, 
Roman Catholic and Jewish parents 
in the allocation of funds. (4) Such 
grants would deprive children at- 
tending church-related schools of 
“freedom of mind and freedom of 
religion.” (5) Such grants would im- 
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pose “thought control” because they 
would compel a child “to attend a 
state school as a condition for shar- 
ing in educational funds.” 

Nowhere in his statement did Car- 
dinal Spellman mention Canon Law 
1374 of his own denomination which 
requires Catholic children to attend 
religiously segregated schools and or- 
ders them to boycott public schools. 


Quick Reaction 


There was one immediate reaction 
to Cardinal Spellman’s attack on the 
aid proposals: Dr. Oswald C. J. 
Hoffman, public relations director for 
Missouri Synod Lutherans and Dr. 
W. Hubert Porter, associate general 
secretary of the American Baptist 
Convention, declared that the car- 
dinal had taken in too much terri- 
tory when he undertook to speak for 
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¢ Editorials ¢ 


The More It Changes 


POAU officials repeatedly declared 
during the 1960 presidential cam- 
paign that the Roman Catholic drive 
for public subsidies would go on no 
matter who won. We could hardly 
have known how right we were. 

As though determined to prove us 
right, Francis Cardinal Spellman has 
attacked the report on aid to educa- 
tion submitted by the President’s 
Task Force. He did not even wait 
for the new President to be inaugu- 
rated. 

On learning that the recommenda- 
tions of the Task Force included no 
subsidies for Catholic schools, Car- 
dinal Spellman inveighed against 
them with many a demagogic device. 
He urged that the schools of his de- 
nomination receive the same subsi- 
dies as any which might be granted 
to public schools. 

It will be recalled that in 1949 
this same Cardinal Spellman made a 
flerce attack on Mrs. Eleanor Roose- 
velt because she dared to say that 
public grants for school aid should go 
to public schools only. The Cardinal’s 
injudicious statements on that occa- 
sion so aroused the public wrath that 
the prelate had to beat a hasty re- 
treat. He declared that he had not 
wanted substantive support from the 
public treasury—only “welfare” ben- 
efits. 

Some peaple were no doubt de- 
ceived by the Cardinal’s attempt to 
reverse his field at that time. Now 
they need have no doubt about his 
real meaning. Here it is in his own 
words: Any program of Federal aid 
should grant children ‘equal educa- 
tional privileges regardless of the 
schools they attend.”’ That means he 
wants for Roman Catholic schools the 
same grants as those given to public 
schools. 

There are those who think Cardinal 
Spellman will retreat again in the 
face of another wave of public dis- 
pleasure. We doubt gt. He is now out 
so far on the limb he can hardly go 
back. The battle lines over Catholic 
subsidies are squarely drawn. 

At least one man is much embar- 
rassed by the whole thing. He is 
President John F. Kennedy who, 
when asked about Cardinal Spell- 
man’s subsidy demands, snapped: 
“No comment!” 


+ 


The Public’s Schools 


Because we believe it identifies ac- 
curately the threat to church-state 
separation posed by Cardinal Spell- 
man’s recent demands for public sub- 
sidies to Roman Catholic schools, we 
re-print below an editorial of The 
Washington Post, Jan. 21, 1961. 


The Public Schools 

Cardinal Spellman has done a disservice 
to the country by reinjecting a religious 
controversy into the issue of Federal aid to 
the public schools. In a speech in New York 
the other day the Cardinal criticized a 
Kennedy task force report recommending fi- 
nancial assistance to all public schools on 
the ground that “such legislation would 
discriminate against a multitude of chil- 
dren because their parents choose to exer- 
cise their constitutional right to educate 
them in accordance with their religious be- 
lief.” His Eminence is, we think, under a 
misapprehension. 

Public schools are operated by public 
servants and supported by public funds be- 
cause of a belief that they promote the gen- 
eral welfare. All Americans have a right to 
send their children to those schools. All 
Americans also have a right, if they prefer, 
to send their children to parochial or other 
private schools for specialized education in 
religious doctrine or for other special needs 
and interests. But they cannot expect pub- 
lic funds to support those parochial or pri- 
vate schools; and least of all those that give 
instruction in religious matters. 

Cardinal Spellman needs to be told 
bluntly that under the United States Con- 
stitution public funds may not be used for 
any manner of religious instruction; more- 
over, wherever public funds are employed, 
some measure of public control must follow 
to protect the public interest. The proposed 
Federal aid to education discriminates 
against no Americans. It leaves the public 
schools open to all without discrimination; 
and it protects the religious freedom of 
those who wish to send their children to re- 
ligious schools by keeping those schools 
altogether free from public regulation. 

Happily, the United States has been 
free from the kind of bitter conflict over 
state support of church schools which has 
envenomed French politics for half a cen- 
tury. That kind of conflict is calamitous for 
church and state alike. The founders of 
the American Republic sought to guard 
against it by erecting an absolute wall of 
separation between the two. The Cardinal 
had better face it; that wall is not going to 
be breached now. 


+ 
TIME Lag 


We wish that that marvelously 
efficient news engine, Time magazine, 
would add a new Associate Editor to 
its staff to be called “The Whole 
Truth Editor.” This thought occurs 
because of a very persuasive and 
eulogistic story in the issue of Jan- 
uary 20th on those Catholic religious 
orders which so industriously and un- 
selfishly produce top-flight brandy, 
27 flavored Trappist jellies, nut- 
munch candies, Monks Bread, sum- 
mer sausage, and Port du Salut 
cheese. 


Time made the Trappist cheese 
sound positively mouth-watering, and 
as for the brandy and wine, that 
sounded almost Christian because of 
the devotion of those self-abnegating 
brothers, aided by “rolly-polly 
Brother John Hoffman.” 

Time did not say a word about 
POAU or tax favoritism for these 
Catholic religious orders which com- 
pete with other American businesses 
and then claim tax exemption from 
corporate profits taxes as churches. 


According to Time, the Christian 
Brothers of California, now claiming 
to be larger producers of brandy than 
their largest competitor, have “a new 
$7,000,000 plant that has the first 
stainless steel grape crushing ma- 
chine in the industry.” Said Time: 
“To escape the ambiguity of their 
tax situation, the brothers shook up 
their business organization in 1957, 
have been paying full Federal taxes 
since.” Yes, but why? Because in two 
Congressional hearings attorneys for 
POAU exposed the whole tax-ex- 
emption racket under which religious 
organizations are using church labels 
to gain special privilege on the tax 
rolls. 

We remind the estimable editors of 
Time that (1) the Christian Broth- 
ers of California paid up $490,000 of 
back profits taxes, most of it after ex- 
posure by POAU; (2) the Brothers 
are now suing for a complete refund 


(Continued on page 6) 
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| NEWS From Jar and Near | 


@ President John F. Kennedy has been asked to keep his cam- 
paign pledge to consult public health and medical research experts 
on ways to curb the world population explosion. The request was 
made by Gen. William H. Draper, Jr., chairman of former President 
Eisenhower’s Committee to Study the U. S. Military Assistance 
Program, in a speech to the Planned Parenthood Federation of 
America. 

@ The Toronto Daily Star, Canada’s largest newspaper, has attacked 
present programs of religious instruction in the public schools. The paper 
declared that no subject has created more bitterness and apprehension or is 
more questionable as a suitable subject . . . in schools “that are supposed to 
be public, without distinction of race and creed.” 

@ The Vicar General of the Ottowa Roman Catholic archdiocese, 
Msgr. J. N. Gelineau, has warned public school trustees in Ontario 
of possible excommunication if they continue to insist that Roman 
Catholics pay taxes to public schools instead of to separate (Cath- 
olic) schools. Some Catholic trustees serving on public school boards 
have resisted the hierarchy’s orders to parents to shift their tax 
support. 

@ An investigation is under way in Puerto Rico to determine whether 
constitutiunal protection against coercion in the exercise of the electoral fran- 
chise was violated by the Roman Catholic Church and its Christian Action 
Party during the election last fall. 

@ Rev. Spiros Zodhiates, a Baptist minister, has been sentenced 
to 45 days in jail for using the title “Reverend” in Greece. This title 
is reserved by law for Greek Orthodox and Roman Catholic clergy. 
Mr. Zodhiates is appealing the decision. 

@ Roman Catholics in Malta have been ordered by the hierarchy to with- 
draw from the Malta Labor Party headed by Dom Mintoff, former premier. 
The order was published in Voice of Truth, publication which ordinarily re- 
flects the views of Archbishop Michael Gonzi, the island’s prelate. 

@ A public drive by the Roman Catholic Church to invade the 
public schools of the Philippines with its religious teachers is anti- 
cipated in the near future. Protestants are making preparations to 
defend the integrity of the islands’ public schools. 

@ The Vatican has anounced that all involved in the expulsion of two 
Roman Catholic bishops from Haiti have incurred excommunication. Presi- 
dent Francois Duvalier, a Roman Catholic, is said to be among those who 
have been put under the church’s interdict. 

@ Former members of “Youth of Catholic Action” in E] Salvador 
have organized a Christian Democrat Party, as a third force “be- 
tween economic liberalism and Communism,” according to “The 
Register,” weekly national Catholic newspaper published in Denver, 
January 29. The same week, news dispatches from San Salvador 
reported a coup d’etat by a five-man junta which overthrew the 
existing government of Col. Miguel Angel Castillo, claiming it was 
too ‘soft’ on Communism. 

@ Dr. Jose Ignacio Rasco, Jesuit-trained President of the new Christian 
Democratic Movement (MDC) revealed in an interview in the Washington 
Daily News (January 27) that his organization has 10,000 leaders through- 
out Cuba whose acts will include “sabotage and something more important 
than sabotage. I don’t believe it is necessary to bring men to Cuba. There 
are plenty of men there now ready to fight against Castro. What we need are 
weapons,” he was quoted as asserting. 

@ When the St. Louis County Council voted public funds to send 
a representative to witness the elevation of Archbishop Joseph E. 
Ritter to Cardinal, there was prompt protest from St. Louis citizens 
led by the local chapter of POAU. James H. J. McNary, the repre- 
sentative, thanked the Council for offering to pay the way of him- 
self and wife to Rome but said he would foot the bill himself. 

@ After a long and angry controversy in Ceylon, the Roman Catholic 
hierarchy announced that it would be “willing to accept a national system 
of education provided the government insured for Catholics that no harm 
would thereby befall their religious interests.” This represents a retreat for 
the bishops who had determinedly opposed public control. 
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New York Regents 
For Illegal Grants 


Succumbing to powerful clerical 
pressure, the Board of Regents of 
New York State has announced itself 
in favor of giving an across-the-board 
grant of $200 to all college students 
of the state, including students en- 
rolled in church colleges. The pro- 
posed grants would be directly in con- 
flict with Article XI of the State 
Constitution which forbids the use 
of any public money or credit for 
“any school or institution of learn- 
ing wholly or in part under the con- 
trol or direction of any religious 
denomination, or in which any de- 
nominational tenet or doctrine is 
taught.” 

Governor Nelson Rockefeller in- 
corporated the plan for sectarian col- 
leges in his January message to the 
New York legislature. Virtually all 
the sectarian colleges which would 
receive aid under the plan are Roman 
Catholic institutions. 


In a caustic attack on the whole 
plan, the New York Times declared: 
“Tt is a shocking thing that high 
officers of the State Government 
would offer a proposal that is nothing 
less than an attempt to evade the 
constitutional bar to aiding denomi- 
national colleges with public funds.” 


POAU Alerted 


POAU  gtoups throughout New 
York State ttave been alerted to fight 
the proposed gfants aS a subterfuge 
which would bfeak down the wall of 
separation betWéen church and state. 
Many other organizations including 
the Protestant Council of New York, 
the American Jewish Congress, and 
the American Humanist Association 
have rallied in opposition to the pro- 
posal. A letter published in the New 
York Times on January 30 from Pro- 
fessor Walter Gellhorn of Columbia, 
Professor Horace M. Kallen of the 
New School and Professor Edmond 
Cahn quoted the U. S. Supreme Court 
as saying that constitutional rights 
“can neither be nullified openly and 
directly by state legislators or state 
executive or judicial officers nor nulli- 
fied indirectly by them through eva- 
sive schemes . . . whether attempted 
ingeniously or ingenuously.”’ 

The three pfofessors urged all cit- 
izens “to résist_ every device, how- 
ever specious, that would undermine 
the American principle of separation 
of church and state.” 


+ 





Catholic Mixed Marriage Pledges 
Are Held Legally Binding 


A Catholic Supreme Court Justice 
in New York has ruled that the ante- 
nuptial pledge of a Baptist mother in 
a mixed marriage binding her to bring 
up her children as Catholics is le- 
gally enforceable even after separa- 
tion. The decision, which is contrary 
to the weight of opinion in other 
states, has been promptly appealed 
and will go if necessary to the United 
States Supreme Court. 

Hugh Begley, a Roman Catholic, 
sued Ruth Begley, Baptist, for sep- 
aration and the custody of three 
young children, claiming that the 
children should be given to him 
partly because he would carry out a 
written pledge that “all children of 
either sex born of this marriage will 
be baptized and educated in the Cath- 
olic religion alone.’ Mrs. Begley con- 
tends that she has the right in sep- 
aration as an individual to decide the 
question of her children’s religion for 
herself, and that under no circum- 
stances will she bring up her children 
as Catholics. She declares “I will die 
rather than yield.” 


A Catholic Jurist 


Justice J. Bekinella, a Roman 
Catholic jurist, ruled that, whereas 
young children are usually assigned to 
the custody of their mother in separa- 
tion cases, the children in this case 
should be given to the father so that 
the ante-nuptial pledges of the Cath- 
olic Church could be carried out. 

The case has been appealed to the 
Appelate Division in New York with 
Morris Shapiro, prominent New York 
attorney, acting as counsel for Mrs. 
Begley. Three well known attorneys 
of the American Jewish Congress filed 
an amicus brief in support of Mrs. 
Begley, contending that the enforce- 
ment of Catholic mixed marriage 
pledges is contrary to religious free- 
dom as outlined by the First Amend- 
ment, and to provisions of the New 
York State Constitution which pro- 
vides “the free exercise and enjoy- 
ment of religious profession.” The 
brief contends: 

There is a strong public policy in a 
democracy to allow persons to worship 
God as their conscience dictates. It is con- 
trary to this public policy to permit the 
bargain and sale of such a right. .. . Mrs. 
Begley has the right, under the Federal 
and New York constitutions to adhere to 
any creed she mow finds best for her... . 
The ruling by the court below has “pun- 
ished” Mrs. Begley and, in any case would 
tend to “influence” her to change her re- 


ligion. The Constitution bars such use of 
the powers of a court. . . . American cul- 


ture, religious as well as social and po- 
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Courageous State Official 
Curbs a Captive School 


Public school officials of North Da- 
kota are withholding state aid from 
a school in Lisbon which they charge 
is being operated like a Roman Cath- 
olic parochial school. So states a 
copyright story of the Minneapolis 
Tribune, Jan. 8, and Religious News 
Service, Jan. 10. 

A sum of $30,000, the normal com- 
plement of state aid for the year, is 
involved. Called Leahy Elementary 
school, the school is referred to in 
the community as “St. Gertrude’s” of 
which parish the public school is 
virtually a part. 

Close by is an outright parochial 
high school, also St. Gertrude’s, and 
pupils are transported to both schools 
at public expense. Mass is held at 
the noon hour for pupils of both 
schools and after classes in the after- 
noon Roman Catholic religious in- 
struction is given while buses wait 
for the children. 

Leroy Swenson, assistant to the 
state director, wrote Robert Skillings, 
principal of the captive school: ‘“‘With 
the emphasis placed on religion in 
your school it is impossible to dis- 
tinguish it from a parochial school.” 

The local school board operating 
the captive school then hired an at- 
torney and appealed to the state’s at- 
torney general for an opinion. Helgi 
Johanneson, assistant attorney gen- 
eral, promptly supported the board’s 
position in a letter to its attorney. 
The board expected state payments to 
be resumed but M. F. Peterson, su- 
perintendent of public instruction, 
said he could not recognize such a 
communication as an attorney gen- 
eral’s opinion and asked for an official 
opinion. When questioned, that of- 
ficial, Leslie Burgum said: ‘‘You’d 
better give me a little time on this. I 
don’t think that I’d care to com- 
ment.” 

Fr. Eugene Hasport, priest at St. 
Gertrude’s, declared: ‘‘We are defi- 
nitely not trying to go contrary to 
state regulations.” 





litical, is predicated upon the principle of 
voluntariness in religion, that religion is ac- 
quired not through birth but through elec- 
tion. . . . Implicit in the American tradi- 
tion of voluntariness in religion is the 
concept of free exit. 

Although many of the highest 
courts of many states have declared 
that Catholic ante-nuptial pledges in 
mixed marriage are not enforceable 
in American law, the United States 
Supreme Court has never passed on 
the issue. 





Birth Control Wins 
in Washington, D.C. 


In spite of determined Catholic 
opposition the District Commissioners 
of the District of Columbia have 
agreed to establish neighborhood 
clinics for birth control in the Wash- 
ington area. The leader for the strug- 
gle to grant freedom for birth con- 
trol advice has been Robert E. 
McLaughlin, President of the Board 
of Commissioners. The birth control 
clinics will be paid for by public tax 
funds. 

In defending the new program 
Commissioner McLaughlin said: “I 
have seen mothers under 40 who had 
15 and 16 children. They are proba- 
bly unable to identify the fathers of 
three-fourths of them. I think they 
should be told if they want to know 
how to control the numbers of their 
children. These clinics should include 
the fitting of appliances and whatever 
else is necessary.” 

Washington public officials indi- 
cated that the religious beliefs of 
Catholic citizens who attend the 
clinics will be respected. No informa- 
tion will be forced upon any citizen. 
However, no Catholic will be refused 
aid simply because of his religion. If 
he asks for contraceptive aid, the aid 
will be forthcoming. 


+ 


Constitution Hall 
Was Full! 


Historic Constitution Hall in 
Washington was filled with a mighty 
crowd on January 5, when Paul Blan- 
shard, author of American Freedom 
and Catholic Power and Special 
Counsel for POAU spoke on “‘Separa- 
tion of Church and State and the Fu- 
ture of Catholic Power.’ The tre- 
mendous meeting proved that the 
American people are, to use Mr. 
Blanshard’s words ‘at the very be- 
ginning of the first month of the 
first Administration of the first pres- 
ident of the Roman Catholic faith” 
more interested than ever in main- 
taining the American, traditional wall 
of separation between church and 
state. It was the largest crowd ever 
to attend a POAU mass meeting in 
Washington. 
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Proposals in Congress to Lower 
Traditional Immigration Barriers 


A key bill on immigration has been 
introduced in the House of Repre- 
sentatives by Rep. Santangelo (D. 
N. Y.). The bill would make possible 
the admission of many thousands of 
additional persons to the U. S. from 
abroad each year. Its_ principle 
drew the endorsement of President 
Kennedy who has long supported re- 
laxing of curbs on immigration. 

Principal feature of the bill is to 
substitute the year 1950 for 1920 in 
the present law as the base year for 
determining immigration quotas. Such 
a change would have the effect of 
greatly increasing the numbers of 
southern Europeans who could be ad- 
mitted. It would also reduce the num- 
ber of admittable northern Europeans 
who do not ordinarily fill their quotas 
anyway. 

Another salient provision is that 
unused quotas can be assigned to 
countries whose quotas are oversub- 
scribed. Under this feature of the 
law, characteristically unused quotas 
of countries like England and Ireland 
could be reassigned to a country like 
Italy which habitually oversubscribes. 

The National Council of Catholic 
Women promptly supported the im- 
migration change, but urged that 
1960 be made the pilot year for de- 
termining quotas rather than 1950. 

Also backing the proposed law 
was the American Committee on 
Italian Migration whose 127 chap- 
ters already claim credit for ‘three 
pieces of legislation permitting 110,- 
000 Italians to enter the U.S.” 

‘There were indications that the 
Santangelo bill would encounter hard 
going. One congressman who refused 
to be quoted declared himself opposed 
to admitting more nationals from any 
country which bans birth control. 
“Why should we take the surplus of 
countries that refuse to assume re- 
sponsibility for their own popula- 
tion problem?” he asked. 





Shall the State Subsidize 
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Shawneetown, Illinois, Offers 
Good Preview of Clericalism 


How a church can use political 
power for its own enrichment has 
been convincingly demonstrated by 
Father Charles Stallings, a Roman 
Catholic priest of Shawneetown, III. 
In September, 1959 Fr. Stalling sold 
his church to the state of Illinois for 
$150,000 for a “museum” and has 
continued to use the installation rent- 
free ever since. Fr. Stalling asserted 
he needed the money to build a new 
church. Since the sale, however, he 
seems to have lost interest in that 
project and is perfectly happy with 
his present state-owned facilities. 
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Gene Palmer, state director of con- 
servation, said his department had 
no plans for a museum and no need 
for one. Palmer said the deal was 
pushed through the Legislature by a 
coalition of powerful downstate leg- 
islators who wanted to help Fr. Stall- 
ings. 

Actually, only $100,000 of the pur- 
chase price has been paid, but the 
remaining $50,000 only awaited in- 
clusion in an appropriation bill. Fol- 
lowing the 1937 flood and subsequent 
moving of the town to drier land, 
other churches received State aid to 
enable them to move, but it was re- 
ported the Catholic church did not 
receive such aid at that time. 

Ground-breaking for the new 
church has been indefinitely delayed. 
Asked what had happened to the 
$100,000 a spokesman for the church 
explained that it “has been put to 
work.” 

The Christian Century was irate 
about the matter in its Jan. 18 issue. 
It editorialized stiffly: ‘“The Chicago 
offices of the American Civil Liberties 
Union and Protestants and Other 
Americans United for Separation of 
Church and State are invited to con- 
fer on how to recover the $100,000 
which has illegally been taken from 
the people of Illinois.” 


The Fine Art of Evasion 


Hailed as one of the important 
books of 1960, We Hold These Truths 
by Father John Courtney Murray, 
S.J. (Sheed and Ward) offers a suave 
Jesuit defense of the so-called liberal 
Catholic position on democracy and 
the separation of church and state in 
the United States. Father Murray, 
one of America’s most famous Jesuits, 
has here collected for the first time in 
book form some of his most important 
utterances on Catholicism and politi- 
cal policy. 

Although his work shows great liter- 
ary and argumentative skill, there is 
no indication that he is willing to face 
the reality of his own church’s dic- 
tatorship. Although he opposes state 
censorship, he does not attempt to 
repudiate Canon 1399 of his church’s 
canon law which forbids any Cath- 
olic to read any book which di- 
rectly attacks Catholic doctrine. ““The 
American Catholic,’ he declares, “is 
entirely prepared to accept our con- 
stitutional concept of freedom of re- 
ligion and the policy of no establish- 
ment as the first of our prejudices.” 
For ordinary readers this may sound 
like an endorsement of church-state 
separation as interpreted by the Su- 
preme Court. 

Not so. Father Murray thinks that 
the First Amendment simply prevents 
the establishment of one single 
church; he is willing and eager to dip 
his hands into the public treasury and 
simultaneously to declare that such 
receptivity is wholly constitutional. 
“The cause of distributive justice,” 
he says, “ought to control the action 
of government in allocating funds that 
it coercively collects from all peo- 
ple. . . .” In short, the public should 
pay for Catholic schools which the 
Catholic people are coerced into at- 
tending by the canon law of their 
bishops—but Father Murray does not 
discuss these coercive features of his 
church’s boycott of American public 
schools. 


+ 





‘American Culture 
and Catholic Schools’’ 


by Emmett McLoughlin 
The _ priest-turned-citizen, author of 
“People’s Padre,” writes about the sys- 
tem he once promoted. 
$4.95 postpaid 
POA 1633 Mass. Ave., N.W. 
Washington 6, D.C. 

















Church-State Paving Scandals 
Embarrass City Officials 


What began as a routine complaint 
of favoritism in the matter of priority 
for city paving jobs in Milwaukee 
resulted in the disclosure that play- 
grounds and parking lots of churches 
have been regularly paved at taxpay- 
er’s expense in neighboring West Al- 
lis. 

The controversy started with an 
article in The Milwaukee Lutheran 
which complained that streets abut- 
ting Roman Catholic churches were 
promptly paved whereas streets adja- 
cent to Protestant churches were reg- 
ularly left in muddy shambles. The 
Milwaukee Catholic vehemently de- 
nied the charge, declared that there 
was a perfectly good explanation for 
every case cited by the Lutherans, 
and that there were also Catholic 
churches surrounded by mud. 

Amid all the dirt being kicked up, 
it was disclosed that, when it came to 
paving, and churches, the West Allis 
city fathers had really been doing the 
job. For as long as thirty years the 
city regularly provided materials and 
labor for paving such surfaces for 
the churches of the community. The 
cost over the past three and a half 
years alone was computed at $20,043 
by Arthur L. Wichner, director of 
public works. “The policy will con- 
tinue,” said Mayor Arnold Klentz, 
“T see nothing wrong with it.’ He 
pointed out that both Protestant and 
Roman Catholic churches had re- 
ceived the service. 

Asked for an opinion, city attorney 
William Schmid replied that “the re- 
ligious angle has not been determined 
in this state in a court of law.” 

On complaint of West Allis citizens 
POAU interested itself in the case. 
Special counsel Edward P. Felker in 
a letter to the council declared that 
“The Supreme Court has said several 
times that ‘no tax in any amount can 
be levied to support any religious ac- 
tivities or institutions. . . .’ Court ac- 
tion should not be required to ac- 
complish the discontinuance of (this) 
practice,” he added. 


+ 





“Protestants Unashamed” 


A New Address by Glenn L. Archer 


5c each; 12 for 50c 
$3 per 100 (plus 25¢ postage) 


Order from POAU 
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University of Detroit Student 


Punished for Protestant Marriage 


The University of Detroit, a 
Roman Catholic institution operated 
by the Jesuits, barred from classes 
for eight days a senior who contracted 
matiriage in a Protestant Church. 
(Catholic law forbids a member of 
that church to marry in a Protestant 
ceremony and even forbids him to 
marry a Protestant in a Catholic 
ceremony unless the Protestant is 
willing to sign away the faith of all 
children that may be born of the 
union). 

Dennis J. Makulski, a Roman 
Catholic senior at the university, was 
married to the former Margaret Jane 
Davis at First Presbyterian Church, 
Royal Oak on Nov. 19 of last year. 
Makulski was at once barred from 
classes and summoned to the school’s 
Discipline Committee. The univer- 
sity’s authorities made it clear that 
Catholic marriage law would be en- 
forced by the school as well as by 
the church. 

Makulski was reinstated after the 
case received nation wide publicity. 
He will be permitted to complete his 
term (just seven weeks away) but 
will remain “under disciplinary pro- 
bation.” 

+ 


TIME Lag 


(Editorial, continued from page 2) 


in Suit No. 7499 in the United States 
District Court for the Northern Dis- 
trict of California on the ground that 
“all property [is] subject to the con- 
trol of the Pope’; and (3) the De- 
partment of Justice is resisting the 
claim and is asking for an additional 
back payment of $1,351,193.97. 

If the editors of Time wish to do 
some serious thinking in this field, 
they might ponder the suggestion 
made by Paul Blanshard to a House 
committee in 1958 that a@// church en- 
terprises—not merely Catholic en- 
terprises—operating in competitive 
commerce should pay profits taxes 
like everybody else. Separation of 
church and state means separation of 
all churches from commercial special 
privilege. There is a moral time lag 
as well as a news time lag in Time’s 
puff sheet praise of ecclesiastical en- 
terprise. 





Total of 44 


To the list of “Nations Having Roman Cath- 
olic Chiefs of State’ which appeared in the 
February 1961 ‘Review,’ add the Republic of 
Malagasy, Africa, whose Roman Catholic 
President is Philibert Tsiranana. 


Manitoba Fights Subsidies 


There has been a strong reaction 
in Manitoba against a report of the 
Royal Commission on Education 
which proposes a plan of tax sup- 
ported “separate schools” to supple- 
ment the public school system for 
which the province has long been 
noted. Fundamental to the report is 
a proposal that the government devise 
a system of grants to church and 
private schools. The report cites the 
separate schools plan of Ontario, an 
arrangement forced on Protestant 
Ontario by the votes of Catholic 
Quebec a century ago. 

Manitoba citizens have been ex- 
pressing many doubts about the On- 
tario system. The more they study 
the system the more their doubts in- 
crease. One of the favorite devices 
of Roman Catholic parishes to in- 
crease school subsidies has been the 
creation of “dummy” separate schools 
which exist on paper only, with the 
pupils being assigned to adjoining 
schools. For the dummy school par- 
ishes are able to collect government 
grants which legally belong to the 
public school in the section. 

Editorializing on the Royal Com- 
mission’s proposal the Canadian Sen- 
tinel said: “The question before the 
people of Manitoba is whether they 
are prepared to pave the way for a 
school system that will not only seg- 
regate the children on a religious 
basis and subsidize the teaching of 
the doctrines of a particular church, 
but also lead to an acrimonious and 
bitter controversy that could threaten 
unity within the province.” 


+ 





Dialogue Note 


Bishop George J. Rehring of the To- 
ledo, Ohio, Roman Catholic diocese 
has ordered an end to Protestant-Cath- 
olic dialogue in his area. Aroused by 
some “grass roots” dialogue sessions 
between Protestant and Catholic clergy 
in late 1959, Bishop Rehring called a 
halt to all such performances. He cited 
Roman Catholic Canon Law: ‘’Catho- 
lics shall not enter into any disputation 
or conference with non-Catholics—es- 


pecially public ones—without permis- 
sion of the Holy See. . . .”’ The bishop 
also cited a 1948 Vatican decree: 


“Since it has been found out that... 
mixed gatherings of non-Catholics with 
Catholics have been held, in which 
matters of faith have been discussed, all 
are reminded that it is forbidden .. . 
to take part in these gatherings without 
permission.” 
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Cardinal Spellman Puts on 
the Pressure 


(Continued from page 1) 


Lutherans and Baptists as well as for 
Catholics. 

Dr. Hoffman who had carefully 
enunciated his church’s views in op- 
position to public aid to parochial 
schools in an address to the National 
Conference of POAU in 1959, com- 
mented: “Let Cardinal Spellman 
speak for himself. He does not speak 
for Lutherans.” Dr. Porter, a mem- 
ber of POAU’s National Advisory 
Council, said: “I believe that the 
use of the public treasury for the sup- 
port of any sectarian purpose is a vio- 
lation of a basic liberty which is es- 
sential to our American heritage. .. .”’ 

Glenn L. Archer, executive director 
of POAU, declared: “We will fight 
Cardinal Spellman’s program with ev- 
ery resource at our command... .” 
Five national Jewish organizations 
also opposed Cardinal Spellman. 
Their joint statement insisted: “We 
deem the maintenance and _ further- 
ance of the Jewish religion to be the 
responsibility of the Jewish commu- 
nity, a responsibility which we have 
no desire to impose upon the Amer- 
ican taxpayer.” 


Spellman vs. Kennedy 


Cardinal Spellman’s bold demand 
that Congress subsidize his denomi- 
nation’s schools placed him in direct 
and open conflict with President John 
F. Kennedy, who, though a Roman 
Catholic, has repeatedly declared 
himself opposed to such subsidies. 
President Kennedy has said, for ex- 
ample: “There can be no question of 
Federal funds being used for sup- 
port of parochial schools. . . . It’s un- 
constitutional under the First Amend- 
ment as interpreted by the Supreme 
Court. I’m opposed to the Federal 
Government’s extending support to 
sustain any church or its schools.” 
(Look, March 3, 1959). 

Other Roman Catholic voices were 
being raised against President Ken- 
nedy’s position. In Chicago, Msgr. 
William E. McManus, an old advo- 
cate of public subsidies for Catholic 
schools, said that Catholics were 
“skeptical” and “disturbed” about 
the rising costs of public schools. He 
then went on to state how much 
Catholic schools were “saving” the 
public annually. 

In what appeared to be a well 
planned one-two maneuver Dr. John 
Lester Reichert, who serves as a mem- 
ber of the public school board of 
Chicago, said that Fr. McManus’ 
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Inaugural Etiquette 


Millions of citizens who watched the 
inauguration of the first Catholic pres- 
ident of the United States on television 
on January 20th wondered if the cere- 
mony would include any new and un- 
usual Catholic features. Three questions 
were uppermost in the minds of the pub- 
lic; (1) would the new President kneel 
and kiss the ring of Cardinal Cushing, 
who gave the very long invocation? 
(2) Would the new President cross him- 
self during the ceremonies? (3) Would 
the new President use a Catholic ‘er- 
sion of the Bible for his oath? 

President Kennedy did not kneel or 
kiss the ring of Cardinal Cushing, since 
such an act of homage is not required 
in a public gathering. There is no fixed 
rule concerning the act of kneeling 
by laymen in the presence of a bishop. 
In Europe the kneeling posture is more 
popular than in the United States 
though American public officials have 
occasionally performed it. 

President Kennedy crossed himself 
twice, once at the end of the prayer by 
Cardinal Cushing and once at the end 
of the prayer by a Greek Orthodox 
bishop. He used an old family version 
of the Bible for his oath of office. 

According to the custom initiated 
by President Eisenhower, four clergy- 
men of the Protestant, Roman Cath- 
olic, Greek Orthodox, and Jewish 
faiths participated in the inauguration 
ceremonies. The total time taken by 
their prayers was longer than the 
time consumed by President Kennedy. 














Quote of the Month 


“The word denomina- 
tional is one of our great 
bugaboos. It is a pure fetish 
created by inverted minds. 
It just does not exist. At St. 
John’s we have Arabs, Jews 
and Protestants. In only 
one narrow area are we de- 
nominational and that is in 
theology, which is not re- 
quired except for liberal 
arts students. Are we to 
cease to exist merely be- 
cause we are Catholics?” 

—Father John A. Flynn, 
president of St. John’s Univer- 
sity, New York, in a plea for 
state subsidies to his Roman 
Catholic denominational school. 











statement made it clear to him that 
Catholic schools should be paid for 
from taxes the same as public schools. 
He said that he had found Fr. Mc- 
Manus “always accurate and I 
wouldn’t question a thing he says.” 


Vermont Stops Subsidies 
to Parochial Schools 


(Continued from page 1) 


any religious activities or institutions, 
whatever they may be called, or what- 
ever form they may adopt to teach 
or practice religion.” It declared that 
Burlington Catholic high schools were 
“an integral part of the Roman Cath- 
olic Church. The Church is the source 
of their control and the principal 
source of their support.” Its decision 
concluded: 

The Bill of Rights secures to those of 
the Catholic Faith that the State shall not 
intrude in the affairs of their Church or 
its institutions. It assures to those of differ- 
ent persuasion that it will not lend assist- 
ance to them or those of differing faith in 
the pursuit of their religious beliefs. Our 
government is so constituted to the end that 
the schisms of the churches shall not be vis- 
ited upon the political establishment. 
Neither shall the conflicts of the political es- 
tablishment attend the churches. 

Considerations of equity and fairness 
have exerted a strong appeal to temper the 
severity of this mandate. The price it de- 
mands frequently imposes heavy burdens on 
the faithful parent. He shares the expense 
of maintaining the public school system, yet 
in loyalty to his child and his belief seeks 
religious training for the child elsewhere. 
But the same fundamental law which pro- 
tects the liberty of a parent to reject the 
public system in the interests of his child’s 
spiritual welfare, enjoins the state from 
participating in the religious education he 
has selected. 

Religious instruction at the Cath- 
olic high schools involved was man- 
datory for Catholic pupils, but not 
for non-Catholic pupils. The decision 
of Vermont’s highest court, written 
by Associate Justice James S. Holden, 
affirmed the previous ruling in the 
Chittenden County Chancery Court 
by Superior Judge William C. Hill. 
The new ruling will affect at least 
ten Catholic high schools in Vermont 
and will be useful in ending similar 
illegal practices in two other New 
England states, Maine and Rhode 
Island. The successful plaintiff in 
this case was C. Raymond Swart of 
South Burlington. 
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A group of Connecticut citizens 
headed by Francis H. Snyder has 
appealed the Connecticut bus case to 
the United States Supreme Court 
after the Connecticut Supreme Court 
by a vote of 4 to 1 recognized as 
constitutional Connecticut’s law per- 
mitting local funds to be used for bus 
transportation for parochial school 
students. Plaintiffs are basing their 
hope for review by the Supreme Court 
on the dissenting opinion of Justice 
Mellitz holding that bus transporta- 
tion “is an. integral part of the op- 
eration of the school, and the pay- 
ment of the expense of transportation 
is an expenditure in support of the 
school.” 

x * * 

An administrative decision in the 
Bremond, Tex., captive school case 
declared that the situation which ex- 
isted there prior to Oct., 1960 vio- 
lated separation of church and state. 
The State Commissioner, J. W. Ed- 
gar, also declared that while he could 
not state it authoritatively, he 
thought the policy of the Bremond 
School Board of leasing property from 
the Catholic Church was a bad policy 
and that the board should purchase 
or build its own facilities. 

* * * 


The Gideons have won in Wash- 
ington and lost in Florida in their 
continuing controversy over their dis- 
tribution of Bibles in the public 
schools. In Edmonds School District 
15 in Washington distribution to 5th 
grade pupils will continue despite 
phone-call protests. Gideon represent- 
atives presented an opinion from the 
attorney general which said the prac- 
tice is not prohibited. In Orange 
County, Florida, the State District 
Court of Appeal ruled that distri- 
bution of Gideon Bibles violates 
Church-State separation as defined in 
the U. S. and Florida constitutions. 

* * * 


Hoping to repeat the successes of 
other Roman Catholic colleges at Lin- 
coln Square in New York City and 
Mill Creek in St. Louis, Duquesne 
University of Pittsburgh, operated by 
the Holy Ghost Fathers, has an- 
nounced plans for a $20 million ex- 
pansion program. Land for the de- 
velopment would be acquired at 2 
reasonable price as part of an urban 
renewal program. Will Federal and 
city governments pay the difference 
between the acquisition price and the 
bargain rate given the university? 

* * x 


Rep. Daniel M. Kelly of New York 
City has introduced a bill in the state 
legislature that would insure workers 
time off for religious observances. The 
employees would be entitled to two 
such days each calendar week, the 
employe selecting one and the em- 
ployer the other. 

* * x 


The General Ministerial Alliance of 
Kansas City has divorced itself from 
sponsorship of the use of the Lord’s 
Prayer in public schools. It has also 
declared that sectarian religion should 
not be taught in the schools. The 
statement issued by Dr. Stanley I. 
Stuber, general secretary of the 
Council of Churches, says that the 
alliance and the council support sep- 
aration of church and state both in 
theory and in practice. 

* * * 


The Baptist Joint Committee on 
Public Affairs reports that the Bap- 
tist General Association of Virginia 
has gone on record as opposing the 
participation of churches and de- 
nominational agencies “in business 
enterprises that are not directly 
church-related.” 

* * * 


37 per cent of the real estate in 
Buffalo, New York is tax exempt, ac- 
cording to a study published by the 
Buffalo Courier-Express, Nov. 27, 
1960. The Roman Catholic Church 
leads in religious exempt areas with 
an assessed valuation of $17 million. 
There is an additional $24 million ex- 
emption for private schools most of 
which are Catholic. Protestant ex- 
empt land is assessed at $14 million. 
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“Boys Town” Exposed 
By Churchman 


Irritated beyond endurance by the 
Madison Avenue public relations 
techniques of Boys Town, Nebraska, 
a Roman Catholic school, and the 
millions in Protestant money this in- 
stitution has attracted, Dr. George S. 
Bancroft, Presbyterian executive of 
the Synod of Nebraska, finally de- 
cided to tell the public the truth. His 
story appeared in the Dec. 15, 1960 
issue of Presbyterian Life. 

According to Dr. Bancroft, Boys 
Town is now an elaborate establish- 
ment with a field house superior to 
that of the University of Nebraska 
and an income largely from Protes- 
tant sources which far exceeds its 
current needs. 

Publicity citing Boys Town as an 
institution for boys of all creeds has 
particularly irritated Dr. Bancroft. 
He points out that until publicity re- 
cently forced a change, Protestant 
boys held their services in a room of 
one of the dormitories. Even now they 
are held in a chapel in the field house 
while Catholics have exclusive use of 
the elaborate and ornate memorial 
chapel in the heart of the “Town.” 

“Protestant boys do not go to pub- 
lic schools,” says Dr. Bancroft, “but 
attend the town’s parochial school 
with Roman Catholics in their re- 
ligious garb as teachers. . . . There 
are many subtle pressures brought to 
bear upon the Protestant residents.” 

“One cannot but wonder,” Dr. Ban- 
croft concludes, “if the hundreds of 
thousands of Protestants who con- 
tribute funds each year to the sup- 
port of this Roman Catholic home 

. realize that in the same city are 
two Protestant-sponsored institutions 
for homeless children.”’ 


+ 


MAINE LAW CHANGE DUE 


As we go to press the Maine legis- 
lators are discussing three basic pro- 
posals in regard to bus transportation 
to parochial schools: (1) a full per- 
missive act for local communities in- 
cluding state aid; (2) permissive act 
for local communities but without 
any state aid; (3) a state-wide refer- 
endum on whether to have any per- 
missive legislation at all. Number 
two seems to be the most likely, with 
number three a possibility. 
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